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Input for Development and Improvement of the RS Rules and Guidelines
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE RS RULES AND GUIDELINES

Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships, Part IV 
"Stability", para 3.5.6:
For ships in the loading condition of 3.5.4 in which the requirements of 2.2 
for the righting lever curve cannot be fulfilled due to flooding of fish holds 
through hatches remaining open during fishing operations, the angle of 
flooding through such hatches shall not be less than 20°.
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE RS RULES AND GUIDELINES

Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going
Ships, Part II "Hull", para 1.2.3.9:
For structures with high level of stress concentration, subject to
dynamic loads (inparticular, in regionof strengtheningA formooringat
sea)steelgradeAisnotpermitted.

4



IMPROVEMENT OF THE RS RULES AND GUIDELINES

Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships, Part VI "Fire
Protection", paras 2.1.1.4.3, 2.1.1.10.2, 3.2.5.8:
• on fishing vessels of 24 m in length and over, the total mass of combustible

materials per unit area of the space in control stations, accommodation spaces
and service spaces, except for saunas and refrigerated storerooms, shall not
exceed 45 kg/m2;

• on fishing vessels of 45 m in length and over and/or 500 gross tonnage and
upwards and on non-self-propelled ships without regard of their gross tonnage,
it is permissible to fit non-combustible bulkheads, linings and ceilings with
combustible covering less than 2 mm thick in accommodation spaces and
service spaces, except corridors, stairway enclosures as well as control stations
where thickness of covering shall not exceed 1,5 mm;

• on fishing vessels of 24 m in length and over, the fire mains shall have no
connections other than those required for fire fighting, except for the purpose
of washing the deck and anchor chains and operation of bilge ejectors, subject
to the efficiency of the water fire main system being maintained.
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE RS RULES AND GUIDELINES

Rules for the Classification and Construction of Sea-Going Ships, Part XI "Electrical 
Equipment", paras 19.10.3.4, 19.10.4.2, 19.10.8.1-3:
• requirement has been added for separate spaces for refrigerating plants and 

storerooms for cylinders containing Group II refrigerant to be considered as 
dangerous spaces;

• requirements for power of the main source of electrical power have been 
specified;

• requirement has been added concerning list of consumers for which 
emergency sources of electrical power shall be provided;

• requirement has been introduced to provide power to emergency consumers 
for a period of 6 hours, and for a period of 8 hours in case of ships intended for 
fishing in the polar waters.
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE RS RULES AND GUIDELINES IN RESPECT 
OF REQUIREMENTS FOR ICE CLASS SHIPS

RS has developed the requirements for the ships with the
hull shapes differing from those regulated by the RS Rules.
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IMPROVEMENT OF RS RULES AND GUIDELINES IN RESPECT 
OF REQUIREMENTS FOR ICE CLASS SHIPS
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• The requirements have been reduced for the minimum power
of the main machinery for Ice2 and Ice3 ice class ships;

• The requirements have been specified for the heating of the
sea chests and ice boxes;

• The requirements have been specified for the heating of the
ship side valves and fittings above the load waterline



INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLIED TO FISHING VESSELS

Marine diesel engine installed on the ship constructed (the keel of which is laid or
which is at a similar stage of construction) on or after 1 January 2021 and operating
in the Baltic Sea Emission Control Area or the North Sea Emission Control Area
shall comply with the following requirements for Tier III NOx control.

3,4 g/kWh when n is less than 130 rpm;
9,06 × n(–0,20) g/kWh when n is 130 or more, but less than 2000 rpm;
2,0 g/kWh when n is 2000 rpm or more;

where n is rated engine speed.

The requirements apply to the marine diesel engines with a power output of more
than 130 kW on a ship regardless of the gross tonnage.
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INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLIED TO FISHING VESSELS

• The Tier III standards shall not apply to marine diesel engine installed on a ship with a combined nameplate diesel engine
propulsion power of less than 750 kW if it is demonstrated that the ship cannot comply with the Tier III standards because of design
or construction limitations of the ship; or

• For marine diesel engine installed on a ship which activities take place in a shipyard or other repair facility located in a NOx Tier III
emission control area, the NOx Tier III emission standards are temporarily exempted provided the conditions specified in
regulation 13 of MARPOL Annex VI (IMO resolution MEPC.286(71) "Amendments to MARPOL Annex VI (Designation of the Baltic
Sea and the North Sea Emission Control Areas for NOx Tier III emission control) (Information to be included in the bunker delivery
note)") are met.
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INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLIED TO FISHING VESSELS

Requirements for the ships flying the flags of EU-members and for the ships flying the flags other than EU-members, calling at the 
port or anchorage of a country – EU-member 
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Council Directive 97/70/EC setting up 
a harmonized safety regime for 

fishing vessels of 24 m in length and 
over

Cape Town Agreement 
to be applied

Regulation (EU) No. 1257/2013 of the 
European Parliament and the Council of 

20 November 2013 on Ship recycling 
and amending Regulation (EC) No 

1013/2006 and Directive 2009/16/EC

Hong Kong International Convention 
for the Safe and Environmentally 

Sound Recycling of Ships to be applied



INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLIED TO FISHING VESSELS

• Recommendatory;
• Each Maritime Administration determines,

at its discretion, whether the Guidelines shall
be applied to the ships flying the state flag;

• RS status to be announced
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Guidelines for Safety Measures for Fishing Vessels of 24 m in Length and Over Operating in Polar Waters
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PART I "CLASSIFICATION" IN A NEW FORMAT

2.5 Summary information on distinguishing marks and descriptive notations in class notation of a ship



RS Publications are available at:
https://lk.rs-class.org/regbook/rules
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"RS PUBLICATIONS" SECTION

https://lk.rs-class.org/regbook/rules
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"RS PUBLICATIONS" SECTION
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"RS PUBLICATIONS" SECTION
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DIGEST OF MAIN CHANGES IN RS RULES
Available on the RS official website in 
section "RS Publications"
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Thank you! 

Andrey Fasolko
Head of Classification Division
Head Office of FAI "Russian Maritime Register of Shipping"

tel.: +7 (812) 571-69-53
e-mail: fasolko.av@rs-class.org
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