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About the publication
• Developed by FAO under the FishEBM BS project.
• Aims to identify piked dogfish, apply safe release practices when the 

species is incidentally caught during fishing operations and 
systematically collect data on incidental catch and vitality 
conditions. 

• Practical guide for the identification, safe handling and release of 
piked dogfish (Squalus acanthias) incidentally caught during fishing 
operations.

• Although designed primarily for fisheries operations, the guidance is 
also useful for:
• Scientific surveys and monitoring programmes.
• Tagging and research activities.
• Conservation initiatives involving shark populations.
• Fisheries inspection and observer programmes.

Also relevant for 
• Restocking programmes.
• Scientific monitoring and tagging activities.
• Hatchery and aquaculture handling procedures.

SAFE HANDLING AND RELEASE OF PIKED DOGFISH IN THE BLACK SEA 



Contents

Introduction
Explains the importance of piked dogfish in Black Sea ecosystems.
Highlights interactions between fisheries and the species.
• Piked dogfish is one of the most widely distributed shark species in the Black Sea. 
• However, it is considered a threatened species, with populations declining in many parts of its range because of 

fishing pressure and its limited capacity for recovery.
• As a top predator, it plays an important role in maintaining the balance and health of marine ecosystems.
• The species is characterized by slow growth, late maturity and relatively low reproductive capacity.
• These biological characteristics make populations particularly vulnerable to overfishing and other human-

induced pressures.
• Although targeted fishing is regulated in many areas, piked dogfish continue to be caught incidentally.

Emphasizes the need for safe handling
• Piked dogfish can suffer injuries and stress during capture and handling.
• Improper handling can reduce post-release survival, even when the animal appears healthy at release.
• Quick release and proper handling techniques can significantly improve survival rates.
• Care is also needed to protect fishers, as the species has sharp dorsal spines that can cause injury.

Importance of improved data collection. 



Species Identification
Introduces piked dogfish (Squalus acanthias).
Compares it with the similar longnose spurdog (Squalus blainville), which also occurs in the region. 
Provides key identification features, including body size;, dorsal spines; white spots on the body; position of the dorsal fins 
and spines. 



Safe Handling
Explains how to minimize stress and injury.
Recommends supporting the shark horizontally.
Advises using protective gloves and taking precautions around the dorsal spines.
Emphasizes avoiding lifting the animal by the tail, fins or gills. 



Harmful Practices to avoid
Identifies handling practices that may injure the shark or reduce survival: 



Step-by-Step Release Procedure
Presents a practical release protocol: 
• Record information; aAssess vitality condition; Handle properly; Release carefully; Revive when necessary. 
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